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and they only surrendered it with their last breath.
The clearance sale of Germany steadily proceeded.
Outside the food-shops stood interminable queues;
into the soup-kitchens swarmed professors, officials,
officers' widows, side by side with shop-assistants,
labourers, and prostitutes; from time to time there
were outbreaks of disorder, bakers' vans were seized
and looted, but there was no rioting, no revolution,
no mass-outbreak of madness.

More determinedly than in the trenches, or during
the starvation of the war years, the German people
withstood the test of their patience, power of resist-
ance, and adaptability. While Germany's most tragic
hour was thus drawn out, a few helpless men
tinkered vainly at the dislocated machine of State.
Any currency reform was useless so long as the
resistance in the Ruhr had to be financed from the
empty coffers of the State. The leadership of the
nation had imperceptibly slipped from the grasp of
Cuno, Rosenberg and Hermes ; they were like helpless
steersmen in a storm who still maintained the sem-
blance of a course. By all parties, with the exception
of the extreme Right, the Government was urged to
come forward with proposals and so put an end to an
impossible state of affairs. But such 'domestic pres-
sure was not enough to stir the Government from its
paralysed impotence. The sensation caused by Cur-
son's speech of zoth April, with its plain suggestion
that Germany should make a new Reparations offer,
was needed before the Government could be induced
to enter upon fresh negotiations.

The Government consulted with the party leaders
before dispatching the Note of May 2nd, but would